Editorial Cartoon Project
Due date TBA
Purpose of assignment: College-level students (you’re almost there) need to analyze graphics and visual images. In this process, you need to determine how such images relate to written texts, and see how they serve as alternative forms of communication. 
Details of assignment: After your political cartoon education – see below – you will read, analyze, and evaluate at least three political cartoons. They can be found in newspapers, news magazines, or online. Write at least one paragraph for each of them using the Library of Congress terms and questions given below. 
Your Political Cartoon Education Process: 

First, let’s explore some analysis techniques from the Library of Congress website. Navigate through the site, read its descriptions and test yourself using its cartoons – it’s fun: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/activities/political-cartoon/model.html
Second, once you’ve identified the techniques (symbolism, exaggeration, irony, analogy, and labeling) that the cartoonist used, ask yourself:

· What issue is this political cartoon about? 

· What is the cartoonist’s opinion on this issue? 

· What other opinion can you imagine another person having on this issue? 

· Did you find this cartoon persuasive? Why or why not? 

· What other techniques could the cartoonist have used to make this cartoon more 
persuasive? 




Beeler, Nate. Palin’s Shopping Spree.  Daryl Cagle’s Professional Cartoonists Index. Originally Published in the 
Washington Examiner. 28 October 2008. 23 October 2008 <http://www.cagle.com/news/PalinShoppingSpree/main.asp>.

Procedure and Scoring
· Choose three political cartoons.

· Use the Library of Congress terms and questions to write an analytical paragraph for each cartoon.

· Create a Works Cited Page for the project. 

· Please email the completed assignment to me at jdolan@newpaltz.k12.ny.us

appropriate choice of cartoons



/10

persuasive and thorough analysis 



/30

justified personal evaluation




/10

correct Works Cited Page format



/10










  /60 points possible

Review from earlier in the year: I would give you some web sites to start off with, but I really think you should find them on your own. I will, however, give you some great search tips.

· Use quotes for an exact match. i.e.: “Harrison Ford” (results 21,900,000 as opposed to 34,200,000 without the quotes)
· Use the minus sign to get rid of things you do not want. i.e.: “Harrison Ford” –movies (results 4,650,000)
· Choose a domain extension. i.e.: “Harrison Ford” –movies site:.edu (results 19,100)
(Sample) 
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