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Hungry in America
Hunger and food insecurity is a global issue. Lester Brown, of the Earth Policy Institute, claims that “food insecurity may soon eclipse terrorism as the overriding concern of national governments.” Of the approximately 7 billion people who populate the world, nearly 1 billion went hungry in 2014, according to the World Hunger Education Service. In the United States, over 17 million people (that’s 1 in every 7) reported experiencing hunger in 2014 according to the USDA Economic Research Service. 

In addition to learning about the factors that contribute to poverty, hunger and food insecurity our class will participate in numerous service opportunities that will allow us to learn first-hand how this issue is being addressed. 

Task:

Create a well-researched proposal where you inform your audience about the issue of poverty/hunger and introduce a service learning project that would address your specific issue.  Citing a variety of sources, inform your audience about the need and discuss some specific steps that can be taken to relieve that need.

Goals:

1. Gain an in-depth understanding of the conditions that cause poverty and lead to hunger and food insecurity.
2. Gain an in-depth understanding how the issues of poverty, hunger and food insecurity can be addressed.
3. Reflect on the meaning of service and the relationship between self and community.
4. Demonstrate professionalism, integrity, accountability and courtesy in the classroom and in the community.
5. Acquire direct experience servicing the community.
6. Critically examine personally held biases or assumptions regarding parts of the community with which you were previously unfamiliar.
7. Practice skills of communication within the context of service work.

Develop your own research question regarding poverty

The Process:
Step One: Investigate Needs in the Community

Research a variety of sources to learn about this topic.  As a part of this step, we will be visiting Family of New Paltz, The Hudson Valley Food Bank, Dutchess Outreach, People’s Place, and meeting with some community experts.
Step Two: Access reliable sources of information

When you find a source of information, you must determine if it is reliable and relevant.  Therefore you must read, skim and reevaluate. When you find a relevant source and are ready to document your source, do so on Noodletools or Easybib.

You must have five sources for your project.  Sources can include interviews and film.
Step Three: Plan of action

How are you going to convey the need regarding poverty and hunger?  Take some time to plan your next steps.  What kind of service project will best address this need?  Feel free to think big here – you will not be completing this project and are therefore not limited by time and place.
**Use a blank document to outline ideas for your design.

Step Four: Create Product

Begin to create your proposal keeping in mind the following professional standards:

· Proper grammar and spelling

· Organization and clarity

· Engaging style and voice

· Thorough overview of the topic

· Ethical use of information and images

Step Five: Professional Presentation

Outline and rehearse how you will present your product.

1. Introduction

2. Overview of need using specific evidence to support

3. Project proposal – what are you going to do to address this need?
4. Conclusion
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Additional Comments:

Brainstorm topics for research:








