RESEARCH PAPER
Colleges around the country are saying that incoming freshmen have inadequate research skill for college level writing and tasks.  During this process, think about how and where you find information and then how you use that information.  Are your skills good enough for what you will encounter next year? 

OCCUPATION EXPLORATION
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Write a three-page paper with a Works Cited page that explains what you discovered in your search.
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Include answers to the following questions in your paper for each of your two careers. 

· What do I want to do?  (Two options)

· What skills should I have to be effective? (This will take some investigation –an interview is required)

· What kind of education do I need?

· Describe the occupation in detail
· What is the pay?

· What specific tasks are typically performed?

· What is the job outlook?  Are they hiring?  Where are the jobs?  What part of the country, etc?  

The paper will be graded using the rubric with special attention paid to correct MLA citation and the Works Cited Page.   You must have three sources of information.
Start searching using these links. If you find better sites, share them with the class. Communicate – help each other through this process.
USA JOBS (The Official Website of the US Federal Government)

http://www.usajobs.gov/
Occupational Outlook Handbook (Bureau of Labor Statistics)

http://www.bls.gov/ooh/
Ferguson Career Guidance Center (NPHS Library Database)

**Due dates on back
The process: Use this process anytime you are assigned a similar task.
Step one: Research (Work Cited due Nov. 18)

· Begin reading about your chosen careers.  

· When you find a reputable source, cite it, using precise MLA format.  Use Noodletools/Easybib on our Library homepage for help.
· Schedule an interview.
· Create a work cited page with a minimum of 3 reputable sources.  

Step two: Note taking (Note sheet due Nov. 20)

· Read your articles, and take notes in Noodletools/Easybib that will help you answer the questions for the assignment.
· All notes, either paraphrased or quoted directly, must reference back to the original source to make parenthetical citation accurate.   
Step three: Outline  

Essay Outline

I: Introduction


-  Hook (write in general about topic – employment)

-  Necessary background information (about careers)

-  Thesis (your two career choices)

II: Body Paragraph One

-  TS - Topic Sentence.  Your first career
-  CD – Concrete Detail.  Use specific examples from the text that support your topic sentence

-  CM – Commentary on the CD

· CS – Concluding Sentence.  Conclude paragraph with a sentence that connects back to your thesis

IV: Body Paragraph Two

-  TS - Topic Sentence.  Your second career
-  CD – Concrete Detail.  Use specific examples from the text that support your topic sentence

-  CM – Commentary on the CD

· CS – Concluding Sentence.  Conclude paragraph with a sentence that connects back to your thesis


**Include any literary element/s that apply

V: Conclusion


- Restate your thesis – reworded


- Summarize your body


- Connect to the bigger picture (about employment)

**For stronger body paragraphs, include more than one CD and CM**

Step four: Drafting (Draft due Nov. 24th) 

· A rough draft is a completed essay that has been proofread by more that just yourself.
